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commemorate, the Death and Paſſion of our Lord and Saviour 3 
ſy," Great is the myſtery E: 7 
Lodhineſt lo Wonderful in every part, but 2 * HE left”. | 1 
acts of ity wn ene 0¹ 
the Lond of Glory ſhould be cloathed with ſhame; that 2 1 
Son of God's L 2ecome a Curſe for ſinful man; that” : 
his ſufferings - hi m 

tation of his Glory; chat by 
quer h; that the Croſs ſ ſhould lift him e un 
that the . ae of e Malice f ſhould Tan. 
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. 
| be raiſed 504 our Lord, ſhould be this & in ſtru 
own final ruin; Theſe were Myſteries in. he doc 
Croſs, fo contrary to the "confirmed ff prej adices of He. 
5 tion, that they en a the ane e, of a 50 Saviour 
a fumbiing block to the Fetus, and to the Greeks fooliſbneſs. God, 
foreſeeing how improbable this doctrine would appear to men, 
was pleaſed in various ways to typify and predict our Saviours 
paſſion, ages before it happened; that the thing, when it 
ſhould come to paſs, might be known to be His work and 
counſel: and our Lord himſelf amitted not, at the proper fea- 
ſon, to give his diſciples the moſt explicit warning of it; chat 
an event ſo contrary to every thing they had expected (for 
they were involved in the common error of the Jewiſh nation 
concerning the Meſſiah) might not come upon them by ſur- 
prize. From that time forth, ſaith the Evangeliſt, Jeſus began 
ro. ſberu to his diſciples, bow that be muſi go unto Feruſalem, and 
ſuper many things af the elders and chief-priefts and aa aud 
be killed, aud be ae again the bind day. ite vide 


[| it From: Ms time forth—The fact laſt. 3 way N 78 
bis * converſation of our Lord with his diſciples, ' in which Peter 
. declared, in the name of all, that while the people in 80 aeral 
„ were in doubt who Jeſus might be, whether Elias, or Jere- 
miias, or ſome other of the antient prophets. revived, they his 
fi conſtant followers believed him to be the Chriſt, the Son of 
1 the living God. From that time forth, it ſeems, and not be- 
1 fore, Jeſus began to advertiſe his diſciples of his approaching 
'F death. It was a thing not to be diſcloſed till their faith had 
in attained to ſome degree of conſtancy and firmneſs. But when 
; ONCE. it appeared that they nat only eſteemed and loved their 
2 a | Maſter 5 


vg 
2 


it then became ſeaſonable to remove the prejudi 


% / T 
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An ar an u inffüred Eicker b ig te fer but that they belie- 


ed in him as the Chriſt, the Son of God, the Rede 


ces in which 
they Had been educated,” and to ſhew. them plainly what that 
deliverance Was, vht ch the promiſed' Meſſiah was to Work; 
for whom, and by what means, it was to be effected. It Was 


time to extinguiſh their hopes of ſharing in the ſplendors of : 


an earthly kingdom, and to prepare and fortify their minds 
all that contradiclion of ſinners, which they, with 
er, were, i this world, deſtined to endure: Now 


therefore be begins to new them how that he n, go ts Je- 


ruſalem; and, after much malicious perſecution from the 


leaders of the” Jewith people, he muſt be killed. The form 


of expreffion here is very remarkable in the original, and it 0 | 


well preſerved in out Englift tranſlation. He mf go, he 


mf fuffer, he aii be killed, He muff be raiſed again on the 


third day. All theſe things were fixed and determined muſt 
inevitably be—nothing could prevent them and yet the 
greater part of them were of a Kind that might ſeem to depend 


entirely upon Hu free agency. 'To go of not to go to Jeru- 


ſalem was in his own power, and the perſecution he met with = 
there, arifing from the folly and the thialice of ignorant and 

wicked men, furely depended upon human will; pet, by the 
form of the ſeritence, theſe things are included wihiler the fame 


Neceffity of Event, as that which was evidetitly an immediate 


effect of Divine Power without the concurrence” of any non = 
canfe, the Reſutrection of Jeſus from the dead. The words 
which in the original expref 


the going, the ſfering, the 5 


being tilted, the k#ing fuiſtd aguin, are all equally ſubject to f 
the verb, which atfvers to the word 1uft of our language, 
| | 3 and 


ey in its firſt and proper = mianing e Necef 


fixed, than the Reſurrection of our Saviour, or the Time of 
His Mos anne that it was to meren on the 6 380 


TAE previous Certainty of things to come is one 10 theſe 
_ truths which are not eaſily comprehended. The difficulty 


ſeems to ariſe from a habit that we have of meaſuring all in- 


tellectual powers by the ſtandard of human intellect. There 
is nothing in the nature of Certainty, abſtractedly conſi lered,, 


to connect it with paſt time or with the preſent, , more than 


with the future. But human knowledge extends in ſo rakes 


degree to future things, that ſcarce any thing becomes rta 
toz5, till it is come to paſs.;. and therefore we are apt to ima- 
gine that things acquire their certainty from their accompliſh- 
ment. But this is a groſs: fallacy. The proof of an event to us 
always. depends either upon the teſtimony of others, or the evi- 


dence of our own ſenſes; but the Certainty of events in them- | 
ſelves ariſes from their natural connection with their proper 
cauſes, Hence to that Great Being,, who knows things, not 


by teſtimony, not by ſenſe, but by their cauſes, as being him- 


ſelf the Firſt cauſe, the ſource of power and activity to all other 


cauſes, to Him every thing, that ſhall ever be, is at all times 


infinitely more certain, than any thing either paſt or preſent | 
can be to any man, except perhaps the ſimple fact of his own 
exiſtence, and ſome of thoſe neceſſary truths which are evi- 


ceſfity. ) As. * 
he uu be raiſed: on the third day, ſo he muſi go, he me 
ſuffer, he nut be killed. Every one of theſe events, his go- 
ing to Jeruſalem, his ſuffering. and his death there; and that 

theſe ſufferings, and that death, ſhould be drought: about 8 
the malice of the Elders and Chief · prieſts and Scribes ;-every 
one of theſe things is plainly announced, as no leſs unalterably 


| | 


denced + 


e „ 
This Certainty e is 95 7 esa diſtinguiſhed 4 


5 true Neceſſity inherent in the nature of the thing. A thing 


is neceſſury, when the idea of exiſtence is included in the idea | 
of the thing, as an inſeparable part of it. Thus God is neceſ- 


ſary—The mind cannot think of him at all without think- 


ing of him as exiſtent. The very notion and name of an | 


Event excludes this N eceſſity, which belongs only to thin gs 


uncauſed. The events of the created uniyerſe are certain, be 
cauſe ſufficient cauſes do, not becauſe they muſt, act to their 


production. God Anorus this certainty, becauſe he knows the 


action of all theſe cauſes; in as much as he himſelf begins it, 
and perfectly comprehends thoſe mutual Connections between 
the things he hath created, which render this a Conde, and 
that its Effect. | 
But the mere | certainty. of things to Foy r init 

even human actions, is not all that. is implied in the terms of 
our Lord's prediction; which plainly intimate that the actions 


of men, even their worſt actions, are in ſome meaſure com- 


prized in the deſign of Providence; who, although he wills 
not the evil of any ſingle act, undoubtedly wills the good in 
which the whole e of n e ſhall LAT 
W | 


On theſe views of 3 and in EN on our Sa. 


viour's prediction of his ſufferings, in which theſe views 
are moſt ſtrongly ſet forth, the Calviniſtic Divines endea- 
voured to eſtabliſh. their hard doctrine of arbitrary predeſ- 


ination ; a doctrine, to which, whether 1 we. conſider it in it- 
=; 
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Far; or in its conſequences,” we may * 


N 5 4 5 


the words of the Prophet, 1. hath truly 2 nat W we We 


little beauty, that we ſhould defi re it. But let us not judge 
uncharitably of thoſe who maintained it, nor aſcribe to a mo- 
roſe ſeverity of temper, much leſs to ſpiritual pride, What is 


_ eaſily traced to nobler principles. The Calviniſtic Pri 


tinarians had found in the ſcriptures, both of the Old aid of 15 
the New Teſtament, the moſt explicit aſſertions of God's Om- 4 


niſcience, and of his conſtant attention to the minuteſt G 


rences both of the natural and of the moral world. Theſe 
notions they found agreeable, we muſt not ſay to philoſophy 
for of that theſe pious men had but a ſcanty portion—but to 


what in many caſes is a better guide, to the Natural Senſe and 5 
Feeling of a virtuous mind. The belief that the World, and 


they themſelves as a part of it, were under the immediate care 
and protection of the Wiſeſt and the Beſt of Beings, had taken 


poſſeſſion of their honeſt Hearts, more firmly than it ſeems ti 


do of ſome men's Underſtandings, and they ſet themfelves to 
combat with the fierceſt Zeal, and without any ſcrupulous EXas 
mination, every doctrine that might feenr to contradict -'it; 


and threaten to rob them of the holy joy and comfort which 


flowed from that perſuaſion. They did not underſtand that 
the Fore- knowledge and Providence of the Deity, and that Li- 
berty, which doth truly belong to man as a moral agent, are 


things perfectly conſiſtent and naturally connected. They did 


not heſitate a moment to deny the freedom af human actions. — 
But this was a dangerous error. For in truth the proof of our 


Liberty is to every individual of the human race thie very fame, 


I am perfuaded, with the proof of his Exiftence. I fee/ that 1 


exit, and 1 fee! that I am free; and I may with reaſon turn a 


deaf ear upon ons & 9 that can be alledged it in elener 
a caſe 


e Sass N eee 

ds ger that I dread; to purſue the pleaſure that I covet; -to- 
farego the moſt inviting. pleaſure, although it be actually 
within my graſp, if 1 apprehend that the preſent enjoyment 
may be the means of future miſchief; To expoſe myſelf ta 
preſent danger; To ſubmit to preſent evils, in order to ſecure 
the poſſeſſion of a future good. I feel that I have power to 
do the action I approve, to abſtain from another that my con- 
ſcience would condemn. In a word, I feel that L act from my 
own hopes, my own fears, my own internal perceptions of 
moral fitneſſes and diſcongruities. Happy! Thrice Happy 
they, who act invariably by theſe perceptions | They have at- 
tained to the Gloriaus Liberty of the ſons of Gd But whenever 
L act from other motives, I feel that I am "miſled by my own 
paſſions, my on appetites, my own miſtaken views of things. 
A feeling always fucceeds theſe unreaſonable actions, that had 
my mind exerted its natural powers, in conſidering the action 
I was about to do, the propriety of it in itſelf, and its conſe-- 
quences, I might and I ſhould have acted otherwiſe. Having 
theſe feelings, I feel all that liberty, which renders the Mora- 
lity of a man's actions properly his * and makes Nm n 

accountable for Ni conduct. 1 ) 


The Liberty rating of 1 and the e aa 4 
Providence of God, are equally certain; although the proof 
of each reſts on different principles. Our feelings prove to 
every one of us that we are free. Reaſon and Revelation 
teach us, that the Deity knows and governs all things. That 
even the thoughts of man be under/ftandeth long before; long 
before the thoughts ariſe, long before the man himſelf is 


born who is to think them, Now, when two diſtinct pro- 45 


eien | 


poſitions are ſepa ly P proper 2 
it is not a reaſon for denying either, that the Human mind, 
upon the firſt haſty view, imagines a repugnance, and may 
perhaps find a difficulty in connecting them, even after the 
diſtin&t proof of each is clearly perceived and underſtood. 
There is a wide difference between a Paradox and a Contradic- . 
tion. Both indeed conſiſt of two diſtinct propoſitions, and fo 

far only are they alike. For of the two parts of a Contradic- 
tion the one or the other muſt neceſſarily be falſe: of a Paradox 
both are often true; and yet when proved to be true, may con- 
tinue paradoxical. This is the neceſſary conſequence of our par- 
tial views of things. An Intellect to which nothing ſhould be 
paradoxical, would be infinite. It may naturally be ſuppoſed | 
that paradoxes muſt abound the moſt in Metaphyſics and 'Di- 
vinity ; For who can find out God unto perfection? yet they oc- 
cur in other ſubjects:; and any one, who ſhould univerſally 
refuſe his aſſent to propoſitions ſeparately Proved, becauſe 
vhen connected they may ſeem paradoxical, would, in many 
inſtances, be juſtly laughed to ſcorn by the maſters of thoſe 
| ſciences, which make the kigheſt pretenfions to certainty and 
demonſtration. In all theſe caſes there is generally in the na- 
ture of things a Limit to each of the two contraſted propoſi- 
tions, beyond which neither can be extended without implying ; 
the falſhood of the other, and changing the paradox into a 
_ contradiction; and the whole difficulty of perceiving the con- 
nection and agreement between ſuch propoſitions, ariſes from 
this circumſtance, that, by ſome inattention of the mind, theſe 
limits are overlooked. Thus, in the caſe before us; we muſt 
not imagine ſuch an Arbitrary exerciſe of God's Power over the 
Minds and Wills of ſubordinate agents, as ſhould convert Ra- 
tional beings into mere Machines, and leave the Deity charged 
| | „ with 


— 


with Ws follies nd the crimes. of Wow; & "had was we error 

of the Calviniſts: nor muſt we, on the other hand, ſet up 
ſuch a Liberty of created beings, as, neceſſarily precluding the 
divine foreknowledge of human actions, ſhould take the go- 
vernment of the Moral World out of the hands of God, and 
leave him nothing to do with the nobleſt part of his creation; 

which hath been, perhaps, che worſe error of ſome who have 

oppoled: the Ralls. Wt. | 


"Thane is ok. _—_ Error upon this ſubject, which, 1 
think, took its riſe among profeſſed. Inſidels, and to them, till 
of late, it hath been entirely confined. But ſome have ap- 
peared among its modern advocates, actuated, I am perſuaded, 
for their writings on this ſubject witneſs it, by the ſame humble 
Spirit of refigned Devotion, which gave birth to the plan of 
arbitrary Predeſtination. Deeply verſed in Phyſics, which the 
Calviniſts neglected, theſe men wiſh to reconcile the notions 
of God's Arbitrary Dominion, which they in. common with 
the. Calviniſts maintain, with what the others entirely over- 
looked, - the regular operation of Second Cauſes; and in this 
circumſtance lies the chief if not the whole difference, be- 
tween the PHILOSOPHICAL. NECESSITY of our ſubtle Moderns, 


and the Predeſtination of their more ſimple Anceſtors. And ſo * 


far as theſe. Neceſſarians maintain the certain influence of 
Moral Motives, as the natural and ſufficient means whereby 
human actions, and even human thoughts, are brought into 
that continued chain of Cauſes and Effects, which, taking its 
beginning in the Operations of the Infinite Mind, cannot but 
be fully underſtood. by him; ſo far they do Service to the 
Cauſe of Truth, placing me „ Great and Glorious” Doc- 
trines of Fore-knowledge , and Providence Ahſolute Fore- 
knowledge, Univenſal providence- upon a firm and philoſo- 
| e r F 


| a he : 10 | „ 8 
0 phical Foundation. A thing to be wiſhed with Fa to eve 7 
Doctrine of any practical Importance, whenever, as in this 
caſe, the great Obſcurity of the Subject renders the interpre- 
tation of Texts of Scripture dubious, which otherwiſe, | taken 
as they ought to be, in the plaineſt and the moſt natural mean 
ing of the words, might be deciſve. But when they go be- | 
yond this, when they would repreſent this influence of Moral 
| Motives, as ariſing from a Phyſical Neceſſity, the very. ſame 
with that which excites and governs the Motions of the inani- 
mate Creation ; here they confound Nature's diſtinctions, and 
contradict the very Principtes they would ſeem to have eſta- 
bliſhed. The ſource of their miſtake is this; that they! imagine 
a Similitude between things which admit of no compariſon; 
between the Influence of a moral Motive upon Mind, and that 
of mechanical Force upon Matter. A Moral Motive and a Me- 6 
chanical Force, are both indeed Cauſes; and equally certain 
Cauſes each of its proper Effect. But they are Cauſes in 
very different ſenſes of the word, and derive their energy from 
the moſt oppoſite Principles. Force is only another Name for 
an ¶Hiciens Cauſe; it is that which impreſſes motion upon 
Body, the paſſive recipient of a foreign impulſe. A Moral 
Motive is what is more ſignificantly called the ina] Cauſe, and 
can have no influence but with a Being that propoſes to itſelf 
an end, chooſes means, and thus prrs itſelf in action. It is 
true, that while zhis is my end, and while I conceive 2b to 
be the means, a definite act will as certainly follow that defi- 
nite choice and judgment of my mind, provided I be free from 
all external reſtraint and impediment, as a determinate Motion 
will be excited in a body by a Force applied in a given direction. 
There is in both caſes an equal certainty of the Effect; but the 

Principle of the Certainty, in the one caſe, and in the other, is 
ne — : Which difference neceſſarily ariſes from the 
different 


888 as fr: 11 ES . Co as 
different nature of b fand and efficient. Cauſes. Every fake Give 
ceptit. be the Will of the Dei 
ſubſtances, every cauſe I ſay, except this acting 1 in this ſingu- 
lar inſtance) produces its effect by acting pon ſomething; . 
and, whatever be the cauſe that acts, the Principle of Certaintyʒ 
lies in a capacity, in the thing on which it acts, of being affect- 
ed by that action. Now the Capacity which Force, or an Ef- 
| ficient cauſe, requires in the object of its action, is abſolute 

Inertneſs. But Intelligence and Liberty conſtitute the Capa- 
city of being influenced by a Final Cauſe, by a Moral Motive 
and to this very Liberty does this ſort of Cauſe owe its whole 
Efficacy, the whole Certainty of its Operation; ; Which er- 
tainty never can diſprove the exiſtence of that Liberty, upon 

which it is itſelf ed, and of which it affords the Higheſt 
evidence. 

Theſe diſtinctions, erat * Efficient and the Final 
Cauſe, being once underſtood, we may from the Neceſſarians 
own principles deduce the firmeſt proof of the Liberty of 
Man. For ſince God fore-knows and governs future events, 
ſo far as ſubordinate agents are concerned in them, by the 
means of Moral Motives, that is, by Final Cauſes; ſince 
theſe are the Engines, by which he turns and weilds the Intel- 
lectual World, bending the perverſe Wills of Wicked Men 
and of Apoſtate Spirits to his purpoſe; and ſince theſe Motives 
owe their Energy, their whole Succeſs, to the Liberty of the 
Beings that are governed by them; it is, in conſequence, 
moſt certain, however it may ſeem a ſtrange, that God 
could not govern the world as he does, by final cauſes, if Man 
were not free; no more than he could govern the material 
part of it mechanically, by efficient cauſes, if Matter were not 
wholly paſſive.— The Neceſſarian does not liſten to this argu- 
ment. He has furniſhed himſelf with CE: to make room _ 
C2 for 
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For the Phyfical Wee 5. would 8 . a8. 
been called the Moral World. "His expe ent is Nec u 
nor leſs than this, that he would annihilate the Moral World. 

- altogether. He denies the Exiſtence of the Tramaterial Prin- 

ciple in Man, and would ftamp the very Form of human In- 

tellect, that living Image of the Divinity, upon the paſfive 

Jubſtance of the Brain! Tt ſeems the notion of ar active 

77inciple diſtint from the body, the true cauſe of volun- 

tary motion, poſſeſſing in itſelf the faculties of Thought, 

Deſire, Volition, and neceffarily ſurviving the body, which 

principle ſhould much more truly than the body conſtitute the: 

man; all this was a phantom of Heathen Philoſophy, which 

a Chriſtian, for that reaſon in particular, ſhould diſcard. It is 

a new kind of argument againſt the truth of a propoſition,. 

which a man might otherwiſe be diſpoſed to recetve; that it 

hath been aſſerted and maintained by Wiſe and Good and: 

Learned men, who had ſpent a great part of their lives in 

thinking moſt intenſely upon the fubject. This is a net way: 

of managing the topic of Authorities. When in the ardour of 
controverſy a man alledges ſuch an argument as this, he is 
ſeldom perhaps aware, how little he is himſelf in earneſt in it. 

How nugatory it would appear to him in any other but that 

particular inſtance, wherein it happens to ſerve his purpoſe ;: 

how abſurd, were it once turned againſt him. That acute 
writer, who would expunge the doctrine of an Immaterial 

Soul and its Immortality from the Creed of a Chriſtian, becanfe 

many who were deſtitute of the aſſiſtances of Revelation, were 

brought by the meer light of Nature to believe it, does not, 

Tam well perſuaded, the leſs firmly believe the Being and the 

Providence of God, becauſe in that belief he Happens to con- 

cur with Socrates and Plato. 5 
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- raph Let the pious Chriſtian in every thing look up to God, 
with full a | 
| all things—the Director of all Events the Vigilant Guardian 


> of Faith, as to the firſt Mover and Cauſe of 


nt Protector of the Virtuòdus; but let him no leſs 


a firmly believe, that the Morality ef his actions is His Own— 
that he is free to ſtand and free to fall That if he fall, the 
Blame is with Himſelf 


| en un . an-. 18. 


— 22 ry 


8 wn thi > ſtats of W 0 a which every ming. is. 


fubject to the wiſe controul of God, and Human Actions, and: 


even the Liberty of human actions, are conſtituent parts of the 


wonderfully- complex ſcheme of Providence; according to this 
ſtate of things, ſo evidently implied in our Saviour's prediction. 
of his ſufferings, every thing fell out in exact agreement, not: 
only with this prediction, but alſo with the ancient pre- 


dictions of the Jewiſh Prophets, and with the ſtill more an- 
cient types of the Moſaic law and yet every thing was brought 


about by the ordinary operation of Second Cauſes, and, in great 
part, by the free- agency of man. At the Seaſon of the Paſſover, 
our bleſſed Lord, whoſe: preſent condition of Humanity im 


of the Moſaic Law, which Law was not yet aboliſhed, Was. 
carried by motives of Devotion to Jeruſalem. The Chief 


Prieſts and Scribes aſſembled with the Elders in the hall of 
Caiphas the High- ꝙrieſt, to concert the ſafeſt meaſures of de- 


ſtroying him. Theſe men, in cenſideration of their Worldly 


Interefts, had reaſen to: dread the ſucceſs of our Saviour's doc 
There was nothing againſt which he had waged. more 
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their Ambition, their Avarice. 


of their officers and ſervants was ſent immediately to execute 


by? which they had disfigured the een had en- 
de. He had ſtudiouſſy 


flaved the minds of the ſimple multitu 
improved every occaſion of inſiſting upon the futility of their 
traditions, the vanity of their ceremonies, the inſincerity of 
their devotion: Of expoſing their Ignorance, their Pride, 
Motives of Intereſt and Re 
venge ſuggeſted the reſolution, in this infernal eps of 
ſeizing the Holy Jeſus, and of putting him to death. A party 


the firſt part of the horrid purpoſe. Motives of em had 
prevailed upon the ſordid mind of Judas to conſpire with his 
Maſter's enemies againſt his life. For a paltry bribe of ſome- 
thing leſs than four pounds, for the ſum that the law appoint- 
ed for damages to the owner of a ſlave who had been killed 


accidentally by another man's ox, he conducts the officers 
of the Great Council to the accuſtomed place of our Lord's re- 
tirement, where Jeſus was at this time withdrawn to prepare 
Himſelf by prayer and meditation, againſt that trying hour 
which he knew to be approaching. Let us once more recur 
to the words of our Lord's prediction, inſtructive words, upon 


which we never can too deeply meditate He mu go, he mig 
ſuffer; he nut be killed. Whence, and what was this Ne- 
 ceflity ?--Afluredly no ab/0/ute Neceſſity originally ſeated in the 
nature of the thing, that the Son of God ſhould ſuffer. '' He 
" might have left the miſerable race of man to periſh in their 
ſins.— The Son is in all things, but in nothing more than in 
Love and Mercy, the expreſs Image of the Father.—Notwith- 
ſtanding all that man could plead in extenuation of his tranſ- 


greſſion - and ſomewhat he hd to plead---the frailty of his 


nature--the ſubtilty of the tempter--yet the purpoſes of God's 
| | G 17 oy 
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ceſſion and Atonement. "Compaſſion inſtigates the Son of God 
to pay the forfeit of our.crimes, and to ſatisfy, in his own per- . 


ſon, the Eternal Father's Juſtice. Impelled by 2þis neceſſity, 
 incited by commiſeration of our fallen ſtate, he lays aſide the 
| Glory which be bad with the Father before the world began. In 


the Virgin's womb he cloaths himſelf with Fleſh, and, to- 
gether with that mortal cloathing, he aſſumes Man's perfect 


nature. A nature ſubject to our wants and to our pains, not 


inſenſible to our enjoyments, ſuſceptible, as appeared i in many 
actions of his Life, of our ſocial attachments, and though pure 
from the ſtain of ſin, not exempt from the feeling of Temp- 
tation. When his hour draws near, this Human Nature ſhrinks 
under the apprehenſion of Pain. He foreſees the accumulate 
Horror of his approaching ſufferings. He foreſees it with 


diſtreſs and agony. Where is the wiſe Diſputer of the World, 


who ſays, that Pain and Affliction are not Evils? Who, ſuf- 
ficient to himſelf, indifferent to things external, boaſts that 

he would be unmoved in Calamity, | at Eaſe in Torment 
Bring him to Gethſemane.---There ſhall he ſee a Juſt Man and 
Perfecta Man, whoſe - conſcience reproaches him with no 


Vice or Folly—a Man, whoſe Life hath been Piety and Love 


Unaffected Piety, Diſintereſted Love—a Man, in whoſe ample 
Mind are hidden all. the Treaſures of Knowledge—a..Man, . 


aſſuredly entitled. to every comfort, which the conſciouſneſs | 


of Perfection, of Perfect Virtue, and of Perfect Wiſdom, . , 
can beſtow. He ſhall ſee this Wiſe, this Good, this Perfect 
Man, this Man in union with Divinity, overwhelmed with 
grief and tribulation. ; Surely he bears. our Griefs, be Carries 7 
our Sorrows,: be . the. cbaſtiſement of our peace. - See 


his mortified | Looks, his. troubled Geiburnst See the Bloogly - 
tad 2 #6. hp 20. Sweat. — 
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ious ſupplication. — Humble Thyſelf, O vain Philoſophy — 


Diſmiſs thy arrogant maxims— Learn, from this affecting ſpec- | 
tacle, a better Wiſdom than Thine Own Learn it of Him who 
brought it from above. Say not, that Afffiction is not an 
Evil---Say that it is to be born with Humility, as the Punyh» 


ment of ſin To be endured with Fortitude, as the inſtrument 


of Good---Fo be accepted with Thankfulneſs, as the Diſcipline 


of God, whereby he trains his Sons to Virtue, and fits the 


Virtuous for Glory. But confeſs that it is That, Which the 
moſt Perfect Natures do the moſt abhor; That, which it is 


the Wiſdom of Man, with due ſul Y mif 1on to the nee 
of hae r to hun. CCC 


Our a ur in the caguifiriat his "hat ht © ith perfect A" | 
nation to the Father's will, prays that, if poffible, the cup of bit- 
terneſs may. paſs by him.---The Counſels of God are founded 


on unerring Wiſdom---They-cannot be reverſed or changed. 


The awful Sentence is gone forth, 4vizbour Blood there ir 10 
Remiſfion. Awake O Sword againſt my Shepberg, and againſt tor 


Man that is my Fellow, ſaith the Lord of Hofts.>--Love to Man 
joined with a Zeal for the honour and ſupport of the Father's 


government, theſe Motives, which firſt engaged him in tlie 
painful work of our Redemption, prevail over his Human 
feelings, and, further fortified by a viſion from heaven, he 
determines to meet the. malice of his enemies. And when 


the officers of the. Sanhedrim appear, with Judas at, thei 


head, he ſummons not thoſe legions of angels which were 
ever in readineſs to attend his call, he puts not forth the 
powers that reſided in him, he commands his attendants to 


ſmeath the ſwords already drawn in his defence, he repairs | 
| I | | the ; 
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death. Pilate well underſtood that both theſe accuſations 
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n adn „ a 
after ſuch rebuke to the traitor, and ſuch. expoſtulations with 
the officers, as might ſhew them that he knew every parti- 


_ cular of the conſpiracy, and was aware of all that was in- 


tended, he ſurrenders himſelf without reſiſtance; thus veri- 


fuying the antient prediction, be was led lille a: Lamb to the 
auger, ee e e e ee 


nos ag Gy. 


Ae 


The- Chief-rielts and Elders were > mm to bn * 


to death by their own authority, leſt they ſhould incur the 
charge of tumult and ſedition. For Judæa being at this 
time à Roman Province, death could not regularly be in- 
flictedl without: the permiſſion at leaſt of the Roman Governor. 
And they were deſirous of putting the face of Public :Juſtice 
upon the hole of the tranſaction. Cool and Crafty in their 
malice they preſent him before Pilate, and, urging the con- 


plicated charge of Blaſphemy and Sedition, infift upon his 


were groundleſs.. But he was very unpopular in his Pro- 


vince, which he is ſaid to have ruled with a rod of won. 
He was given to underſtand, that, if he ſtood forth as the friend 


of Jeſus, he would himſelf incur the accuſation of traiterous 
deſigns. He took: the alarm at this e ſaw that coniplaints 
might be carried to Rome He well knew the jealous temper 
of the Emperor Tiberius, ever ready to liſten to complaints 


againſt his Provincial governors, cruel and implacable in his 
reſentments He thought the preſent opportunity was not to 
be miſſed of doing the Jews 2 pleaſure, by throwing away the 


lite, as he concerved; of an inconſiclerable friendlefs man; ho, 
when once he wus gone, would never be enquired after And 


en ee . . and guilty Fear, Pilate, 


Db * | 


14 ee 8 of his nee and the Warning 
| 1 þ | 1 e e u ee to BAT nen 18 9 yn be METS 1. 5171 TOTES. | 
© 554 1" 6; AR a No: or; 
1 The eue e Roman Governor © anita fell in 
3 Ros h upon the Roman ſoldiers. And this enſured tliat par- 
nüccular kind of death, which our Lord had himfelf predicted. 
1 For Crucifixion was not the puniſhment; which the Jewiſh la 
1. appointedifor the crimes wherewith Jeſus was. charged; but 
Bi! it was one which the Romans inflicted upon offenders of the 
1 meaneſt condition, or thoſe who had been guilty of the moſt 
LI atrocious and flagitious crimes. The living body of the ſufferer 
$8 was faſtened to two croſs-pieces of wood by nails driven through 
10 the hands and feet; the feet being nailed to the upright poſt, 
Ub and the hands to the two extremities of the [tranſverſe beam. 
1 In this ſituation the miſerable objects of this barbarous Pu- 
1 niſhment were left to conſume in lingering and dreadful Tor- 
Bb; ments. For as none of the parts eſſential to life was im- 
14 mediately injured, none of the vital actions immediately im- 
1 0 peded, and none of the larger blood - veſſels ſet open, the death 
1 Was neceſſarily flow; and the multitude of nerves that termi- 
fil nate in the hands and feet, giving thoſe parts the niceſt ſenſh- 
| bl _—y rendered the ſufferin gs i ER * . 
=_ : .- | as 9 
1 0 Such was the death, to ich e dees malice of his 
„ enemies conſigned the meek and holy Jeſus. I muſt not fur- 
1 ther purſue the detail of thoſe minute occurrences, in which, 
It: though brought about by natural and common cauſes, the an- 


tient prophecies concerning the circumſtances of our Saviour's 
Paſſion were remarkably fulfilled. It was not till every tittle 
was fulfilled, that the patient Son of God, as if then and not 
before at liberty to depart, ſaid, © It is finiſhed!” bowed his 
n * and rendered _ the Choſt.— Wonderful Cata- 
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Wien 


A FE 


Mechanipal: aria governed by a ſingle Intelleft, could not wich 5 
more Certainty have wrought the predete: ; 
pendent Beings could not have purſued with e eee b 
than the perſons concerned in this horrid tranſaction, 93 
ſeparate deſign 1 Ir 18 FINISHED Holy Victim! Thy 


Sufferings are finiſhed !--ALL is finiſhed, that Wicked Men were 


wonderfully deſtined to contribute towards the general Delivers 
ance! What remains, Infinite Power and Infinite Mercy ſhall 


accompliſh. The Diſciples, thoſe few of them who had the cou- 


rowful e e and FREY to have Sanlloned the hogs; No 
m Ifrael. But Iſrael IS. | 155 


that, This was He who ſhould Rede 
Redeemed.-—The: High Sacrifice, appointed before the foun 


dation of the World, typified in all the ſacrifices of the Law, 75 | 4 


is Now flain, and is accepted. That Jeſus, that according to 
his own prediction hath expired on the croſs, ſhall, accord- 
ing to his own prediction, be raiſed again on the third day— 
He is raiſed,---He is entered into'Glory.---He is ſitten down for 
ever at the right hand of the Majeſty on high---There he pleads 
the merit of his Blood, in behalf of thoſe crying ſins that 
cauſed it to be ſhed. Nor does he plead in vain.— The final 
Judgment is committed to Him ; and the greateſt of ſinners, 
that will but forſake their evil ways, have no reaſon to 
fear the ſeverity of a Judge, who hath himſelf been touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities. On the other hand, Let 
not any deceive themſelves with a vain reliance on his Merits, 
who, after all that the Son of God hath done and ſuffered for 
them, remain impenitent. The ſacrifice of the Croſs was no 
leſs a diſplay of the juſt Severity, than of the tender Mercy of 


God. The authority of his government muſt be maintained. 


D 2 This 


termined effect] Inde- 


Saviour-s Love, for thoſe who cannot be 
ul motives from obſtinate cauſes! of wilful vice, 
remains no more Jacrifice for) Jin, 2 
l bootingrſor "of | fiery im ̃ 
 inextinguithable rage, 
giüibble adverſaries of God and Goodneſs. Grant, O Lurd, thai 
ee i comm this ee defore 1 our} 
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